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Mental Health Association of Maryland (MHAMD) is a nonprofit education and advocacy
organization that brings together consumers, families, clinicians, advocates and concerned
citizens for unified action in all aspects of mental health and substance use disorders
(collectively referred to as behavioral health). We appreciate the opportunity to provide this
testimony in support of HB 738.

SB 738 requires Medicaid and certain private insurance carriers to provide coverage for mobile
crisis and crisis stabilization services.

Crisis services are a key component of the behavioral health system of care and are needed
now more than ever. Over the last decade, rates of suicidal ideation, self-harm, and severe
depression have increased dramatically, which is reflected in a three-fold increase in emergency
department visits related to mental health.!

Crisis stabilization services and mobile crisis services have been shown in multiple studies to
reduce emergency department utilization and hospital admissions, as well as free up law
enforcement officers and prevent criminal justice involvement.?

There are both economic reasons and humanitarian reasons to ensure that a continuum of
behavioral health crisis services are available to the public — to anyone, anywhere, any time.
They save lives and create healthy communities, just as other essential services such as police,
fire, and emergency medical services do. Accordingly, access to behavioral health crisis services
should be comparable to physical health crisis services and funded similarly — with public and
commercial insurance, federal and state grants, and other sources of state and local funds.?
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SB 738 will ensure that public and commercial payers are meeting their parity obligations by
appropriately funding behavioral health crisis services. For this reason, MHAMD supports HB
738 and urges a favorable report.



